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2021-22 Academic Year

We are excited to announce our current plans for the opening of the 2021–22 academic year. In

accordance with the CDC, the full reopening of Massachusetts and the guidance from the Department of

Elementary and Secondary Education, we plan to begin the 2021-22 academic year fully in person. As

always, we will continue to consult with our school medical staff, public health advisors at Environmental

Health and Engineering (EH&E), our peer schools, and the Boards of Health for the town of Concord and

the state of Massachusetts. We’re so grateful to be welcoming everyone back to campus in late August!

Return to in-person learning

As a school dedicated to providing a vibrant campus experience for both boarding and day students,

ensuring that we can offer safe and robust academic, arts, residential, co-curricular, and athletic

programming is our top priority for the 2021–22 academic year. Our faculty and staff will be teaching,

advising, mentoring, coaching, and serving as a general adult presence on campus next year. We also

expect that all students will participate fully in person in our program.

The most recent academic year was challenging and pushed us to make some decisions and policies we

would not normally accommodate. We are returning to the robust and supportive CA academic

community we know and love. Teachers have been informed to remember that we’re “striving toward a

new normal” academically. Students can expect a “typical” work load. Teachers will be clear and frequent

with their messaging around expectations and support. There will still be impacts of COVID on students’

academic experience; we are working over the summer to appropriately re-calibrate our program to best

support students.

In order to enable a safe return for all students and adults to campus in the fall, we will work this summer

to ensure that we have the appropriate policies, infrastructural enhancements, and support to open safely

in late August. We have implemented the following policies, consistent with local and state health

guidelines, to be in effect when we return to campus:

● COVID-19 vaccines will be required for all students. For international students, we will

accept, and will need verification of, those vaccines. All non-vaccinated students will be

required to present a negative PCR test taken 72-hours prior to arrival.

● All CA employees are encouraged to get vaccinated.

● Masks are not required for vaccinated individuals. People may still opt to wear masks and

unvaccinated individuals are strongly encouraged to wear a mask.

● There are no physical distance protocols.

● We will not be offering COVID testing as of the fall.

Departing and Arriving for School Vacation

We sincerely appreciate your cooperation adhering to the precise vacation calendar. We ask that families

pay extra attention to our beginning and ending dates for vacation periods, as when a student misses

classes by leaving early or returning late from a break, it is treated as an unexcused absence.

We strongly recommend that parents make flight arrangements early to ensure availability of flights. We

ask that parents honor the release times for each break when booking flights. Boarding students needing
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to arrive before school opens will often connect with their CARE family or local friends. In addition, we

keep one on-campus house open for an extra night at the beginning and end of our winter, spring, and

summer breaks, since we understand the difficulty in making arrangements internationally. Students

needing to stay on campus need to request a spot from the director of residential life.

For our boarding students, CA helps to arrange a shuttle to Alewife, Logan Airport, and South Station for

trains and bus departures for major school breaks. If your child’s flight, train, or bus timing does not

coincide with the departure time listed below, the Student Life Office can help arrange alternative

transportation.

If your child is unable to return home or to the house of a friend or family member, there are some local

programs that CA students have used in past years or have been recommended to us:

○ Gold Star

○ CalibriBoston

○ Envoys

○ Lexington Prep’s Thanksgiving Program

○ Student Cultural Exchange: Boston Thanksgiving

This year, we also recognize that travel may pose significant challenges for our international students due

to travel restrictions related to the COVID-19 pandemic. Please feel free to contact the parent program

officer, Meredith Walsh, at meredith_walsh@concordacademy.org.

School Vacation Dates and Times

Below are the dates and times of student arrivals and departures for  school vacations for the 2021-22

academic year. For vacation times when our houses close, it is important that all students leave campus by

the time houses close. We advise students to stay with local friends if they are unable to leave or return at

the allotted times. If you have any questions, please contact the Student Life Office at

student_life_office@concordacademy.org.

Thanksgiving Break:

● Friday, November 19, 2021: Vacation begins after a student’s last academic AND athletic

commitment. Houses will remain open on Friday night, with the expectation that many will

depart on Saturday morning — especially those taking planes, trains, or buses. We will arrange a

bus to Logan Airport and South Station that will depart at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday morning.

Houses will close for break at 12:00 noon on Saturday, November 20, 2021.

● Sunday, November 28, 2021: Thanksgiving Break ends. Houses open at 4:00 p.m. and

boarding students should be here by 8:00 p.m. Anyone arriving early should arrange

accommodations with a local friend/family. A shuttle will pick up CA students at Logan Airport at

7:00 p.m. and at South Station at 7:15 p.m. on Sunday evening.

Winter Break:

● Friday, December 17, 2021: Winter break begins between 7:00 a.m. and 12:00 noon (when

houses close). The shuttle to Logan Airport and South Station departs at 9:00 a.m.
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**While it might be tempting to schedule a flight on December 16, we ask that you do not do so.

There is a mandatory boarding event on the evening of December 16. We can arrange a car service

for as early as 3:00 a.m. on the morning of December 17 to facilitate early morning departures for

flights, if necessary. If your child needs such a service, you should be in contact with the Student

Life Office.

● Sunday, January 9: Return between 4:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. The shuttle picks up at Logan

Airport at 7:00 p.m. and at South Station at 7:15 p.m. Juniors should be aware that there will be

mandatory programming with the College Counseling Office on Sunday, January 9, from 2:00

p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

March Break:

● Friday, March 4: Depart between 12:00 noon and 4:00 p.m. (when houses close). The shuttle

to Logan Airport and South Station departs at 12:00 noon.

● Monday, March 21: Return between 4:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. The bus picks up at Logan at

7:00 p.m. and at South Station at 7:15 p.m.

Summer Break:

● Friday, June 3: Depart between 12:00 noon and 4:00 p.m. (when houses close).
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2021-2022 Academic Year Calendar

(subject to change)

August

27 New student registration

28          Orientation for all new students

29 Boarding orientation

30 Returning student registration;

Athletics preseason begins

31 Convocation; First day of classes

September

3 Class Day; special programming

6 Labor Day; school in session

7-8 Rosh Hashanah; school in session

16 Yom Kippur; no classes; houses open

20-27 Sukkot; school in session

October

7-9 Family Weekend

9-12 Fall break; no classes; houses open

11 Indigenous Peoples' Day; offices open

13 Fall Classes resume

23 Chandler Bowl

30 Admissions Open House

November

4 Diwali; school in session

11 Veterans Day; school in session

19 Thanksgiving vacation begins at 6 p.m.

or after last commitment

20 Boarding students depart by 12 p.m.;

houses close and school is closed

28 Houses open at 4:00 p.m.,

boarding students return by 8:00 p.m.

28 Hanukkah begins (ends Dec 6)

29 Fall Classes resume

December

6 Hanukkah ends; school in session

16 Fall Classes end; boarding community

dinner followed by senior holiday

chapel; mandatory for all seniors and

boarding students

17 Winter break begins; boarding students

depart by 12:00 p.m.

January

9 Houses open at 4:00p.m.; boarding

students return by 8:00 p.m. Juniors

able to arrive earlier.

10 Second semester begins

17 MLK Day; school in session; special

programming

February

1 Lunar New Year; school in session

21 Presidents’ Day; no classes; houses open

March

2 Ash Wednesday; school in session

4 Spring break begins at noon; students

depart between 12:00 p.m. and 4:00

p.m.; houses close and school is closed

21 Houses open at 4:00 p.m.; boarding

students return by 8:00 p.m.

22 Classes resume

25 Senior Transition Seminar

25-26 Junior Leadership Retreat

April

2 Ramadan (ends May 1); school in

session

4, 6, 8 Admissions Revisit Days

15 Passover begins at sundown; ends April

23; school in session

15 Good Friday; school in session

18 Patriots’ Day; no classes; houses open

21 First Day of Ridván; school in session

22 Founders Day / CA 100!

22 Orthodox Good Friday; school in session

29 Ninth Day of Ridván; school in session

May

2 Twelfth Day of Ridván; school in session

3 Eid al-Fitr; school in session

23 Declaration of the Báb

30 Memorial Day; no classes; houses open

June

2 Baccalaureate

3 Commencement 10:00 a.m.; students

depart between 12:00 and 4:00 p.m.

20 Juneteenth (observed); offices open

*Testing Dates

PSAT (on campus): October 16

SAT (on campus): October 2, November 6,

December 4, May 7

ACT (off campus): September 11, October 23,

December 11, February 5, April 9, June 11, July

16
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Concord Academy’s academic year calendar includes holidays recognized by our community, though

school is in session. Our goal is to increase awareness among students, faculty, staff, and families that

these are significant holidays for many in our community. As described in the Community Handbook,

students should submit a Special Pass to be excused for holidays when school is in session.

Holiday/Observance 2021-22

Independence Day Monday, July 5 (observed); offices closed

Martyrdom of the Báb Friday, July 9 (begins at sundown on July 8)

Eid al-Adha Tuesday, July 20 (begins at sundown on July 19)

Labor Day Monday, September 6; school in session

Rosh Hashanah Monday, September 6 (begins at sundown) - Wednesday, September 8;

school in session

Yom Kippur Thursday, September 16 (begins at sundown onSeptember 15); no classes

Sukkot Monday, September 20 (begins at sundown) - Monday, September 27;

school in session

Indigenous Peoples’ Day Monday, October 11; no classes, fall break; houses open

Birth of the Báb Saturday, November 6 (begins at sundown on November 5); school in

session

Birth of Bahá’u’lláh Sunday, November 7 (begins at sundown on November 6); school in

session

Diwali Thursday, November 4; school in session

Veterans Day Thursday, November 11; school in session

Thanksgiving Thursday, November 25; no classes

Hanukkah Sunday, November 28 - Monday, December 6; school in session

Christmas Day Saturday, December 25; no classes

Kwanzaa Sunday, December 26 - Saturday, January 1; no classes

New Year’s Day Wednesday, January 1; no classes

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Monday, January 17; school in session, special programming

Lunar New Year Tuesday, February 1; school in session

Presidents’ Day Monday, February 21; no classes

Ash Wednesday Wednesday, March 2; school in session

Naw-Rúz Monday, March 21 (begins at sundown on March 20)

Ramadan Saturday, April 2  to Sunday, May 1; school in session

Palm Sunday Sunday, April 10

Passover Friday, April 15 (at sundown) to Saturday, April 23; school in session

Good Friday Friday, April 15; school in session

Easter Sunday, April 17

Patriots’ Day Monday, April 18; no classes

First Day of Ridván Thursday, April 21 (begins at sundown on April 20); school in session

Orthodox Good Friday Friday, April 22; school in session

Orthodox Easter Sunday, April 24

Ninth Day of Ridván Friday, April 29 (begins at sundown on April 28); school in session

Twelfth Day of Ridván Monday, May 2 (begins at sundown on May 1); school in session

Eid al-Fitr Tuesday, May 3 (begins at sundown on May 2); school in session

Declaration of the Báb Tuesday, May 24 (begins at sundown on May 23); school in session

Ascension of Bahá’u’lláh Sunday, May 29 (begins at sundown on May 28)

Memorial Day Monday, May 30; no classes

Shavuot Saturday, June 4 to Monday, June 6 (begins at sundown on June 3)

Juneteenth Sunday, June 19 (observed Monday, June 20)
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CA Weekends, Community Dinner, and Programming

Activity Weekends

Most weekends at CA are regarded as open activity weekends; all students are strongly encouraged to

participate in the weekend programs and activities that are planned for these weekends. Boarding

students may leave for part or all of the weekend and there are no participation requirements for day

students. Boarding students must be back on campus by 7:00 p.m. on Sundays for house meetings and

programming.

Community Weekends

The events on these weekends are designed to foster a sense of community and increase interaction

among students of all ages and backgrounds. Day students and boarding students are expected to attend

at least one event on campus over the course of a community weekend. Boarding students are asked to

stay on campus for these weekends (no Overnight Passes please); exceptions are granted if the overnight

is with a group and is therefore community enriching.

● September 4–5, 11–12

● January 15–16

● March 26–27

Long Weekends

These weekends occur when classes are not scheduled on a Monday. Fewer students remain at the school,

affording the opportunity for small groups to take advantage of cultural activities in the area. Houses

remain open during long weekends and Fall Break in October.

● October 7–12 (Family Weekend ends on Saturday afternoon, October 9) and October 9–12 (Fall

Break; no classes until October 13); houses open

● February 19–21 (Presidents’ Day) – No classes Monday; houses open

● April 16–18 (Patriots’ Day) – No classes Monday; houses open

● May 28–30 (Memorial Day) – No classes Monday; houses open

Community Dinner and Programming

A few evenings per year the boarding community comes together for a required community dinner, which

is usually theme-based and formal in attire and includes a cultural celebration. Boarding students are

expected to return to campus if on a day or overnight pass by 5:30 p.m. on these dates.

● Monday, August 30 (Boarding students and campus residents welcome)

● Thursday, December 16 (Senior Holiday Chapel; required boarding student community

dinner and celebration)

● Sunday, February 6 (Lunar New Year Celebration)
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Opening Days, Orientation, and Athletics Preseason

Tryouts

Opening Days and Orientation

We are excited to share information about the beginning of the 2021–22 school year, specifically

information for Orientation and registration for all new and returning students.

New Student Arrival & Orientation Programming

“Opening Days” are the days prior to class filled with orientation programming for new students

beginning Friday, August 27, through Monday, August 30. Please review the Opening Days

Schedule for new students below. The first two weekends of the year are Community Weekends, which

means all students participate in at least one school event each weekend and boarding students remain on

campus. The second Community Weekend of the year will feature Club Expo on the evening of Friday,

September 10, an exciting introduction to student clubs, organizations, and affinity groups!

New boarding students register and move into their on-campus house on Friday, August 27, from

11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. in the Student Health and Athletic Center (SHAC). When you arrive on

campus, signs and student leaders will direct you to the SHAC, where you will receive your housing

assignment. Please park in the West Gate parking lot when you arrive. Families are invited to join us for

afternoon welcome programming and then will say their final goodbyes to their children at 4:30 p.m.

New day students are invited to register on Friday, August 27, from 1:00 p.m. to 1:45 p.m. in the

Student Health and Athletic Center (SHAC). Families should park on Main Street or in the West Gate lot.

Signs and student leaders will direct you to the SHAC when you arrive.

Returning Students

Returning boarding students who are interested in trying out for a fall athletics team are invited to

register on Monday, August 30, between 11:30 and 12:30 p.m. in the SHAC. If you are not trying

out for a fall athletics team, please register Monday, August 30, between 2:00 and 3:00 p.m. in the

SHAC.

Returning day students who are trying out for a fall interscholastic team are invited to register on

Monday, August 30, between 12:00 and 1:00 p.m. in the SHAC. If you are not trying out for a fall

athletics team, register Monday, August 30, between 2:00 and 3:00 p.m. in the SHAC.
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Friday, August 27

Time Activity Location

11:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. Registration for New Boarding Students Student Health and Athletic

Center (SHAC)

12:30–2:00 p.m. Lunch and Unpacking for New Boarding

Students and Their Families

Note: When finished with lunch,

students and families will have until

2:00 p.m. to unpack and organize

assigned rooms.

Students eat lunch at their houses

at 12:30 p.m.

Families will eat in the dining hall

at 12:30 p.m.

1:00–1:45 p.m. Registration for New Day Students Student Health and Athletic

Center (SHAC)

2:00–2:30 p.m. Welcome from Interim Head of School Chapel

2:30–3:30 p.m. Families Meet Student’s Advisor

Refreshments available and CA Parent

Resources Fair

Chapel lawn

Stu-Fac dining hall

2:30–3:30 p.m. Students Engage in Orientation

Programming

As directed by staff

3:30–4:15 p.m. Family Program with Deans Chapel
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3:30–4:15 p.m. Students Meet Advisor Quad

4:15–4:30 p.m. Families Farewell and Departure Quad

5:00–8:00 p.m. Orientation Programming for All New

Students

Dinner provided

As directed by staff

8:00 p.m. Day Students Depart

Boarding student programming begins

Day parents pick up at East Gate

parking lot

As directed by staff

Saturday, August 28

Time Activity Location

8:15–9:00 a.m. Breakfast

Open to day students but is not

required

Stu-Fac dining hall

8:45 a.m. Day Student Check-in Stu-Fac dining hall

9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Orientation Continues for all New

Students

As directed by staff

12:00–1:00 p.m. Lunch Stu-Fac dining hall
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1:00–5:30 p.m. Orientation Continues for All New

Students

As directed by staff

5:30 p.m. Orientation Ends for Day Students

Day students depart

Parents pick up at East Gate parking lot

5:30 p.m. Orientation Continues for

Boarding Students

As directed by staff

Sunday, August 29

Time Activity Location

9:30 a.m. Orientation Continues for New Boarding Students As directed by staff

4:00–9:00 p.m. New Boarding Students – Off-Campus Trip As directed by staff

Monday, August 30

Time Activity Location

9:30–11:30 a.m. Orientation Continues for New Boarding Students As directed by staff

11:30 a.m. – 12:30

p.m.

Registration for Returning Boarding Students Trying

Out for a Fall Interscholastic Team

SHAC
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12:00–1:00 p.m. Registration for Returning Day Students Trying Out

for a Fall Interscholastic Team

SHAC

1:00–4:00 p.m. Athletics Preseason Tryouts for New and Returning

Students

Meet in the gym

2:00–3:00 p.m. Registration for Returning Day and Boarding

Students Who are Not Trying Out for a Fall

Interscholastic Team

SHAC

5:00 p.m. Day Students Depart Campus

6:00 p.m. Boarding Community Dinner Stu-Fac dining hall
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Athletics Preseason Tryouts

We look forward to what we hope will be a far more standard year for CA athletics in 2021–22! As always,

our goal is to provide a wide variety of offerings so that each student can choose options that allow them

to learn about and enjoy the many valuable benefits of being active.

Please see below for additional information about the CA Athletics Department and the start of the fall

season and the CA Athletics Mission Statement and Gender Inclusion Statement.

Preseason tryouts will be held on Monday, August 30, from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m., prior to the start of

classes, for the following interscholastic sports:

● Boys/Girls Cross-Country (Varsity/JV)

● Girls Field Hockey (Varsity)

● Boys Soccer (Varsity/JV/Thirds)

● Girls Soccer (Varsity/JV)

● Girls Volleyball (Varsity/JV)

Tryouts will continue August 31 – September 2 during the after-school slot. A student who is

unable to attend the preseason tryout on August 30 may join tryouts on August 31 – September 2. The fall

game schedule will be available in the athletic section of the school’s website in late August. Intramural

sports and physical education classes will begin with an orientation meeting in the gym on Thursday,

September 9.

Safety and Health Guidelines

● CA athletics programming will follow all necessary COVID-19 protocols as determined by state

guidelines, school leadership, and our external consultants as we enter the fall season.

● Per the CA concussion protocol, the ImPACT test for post-concussion management will be

administered by the CA athletic trainers to all new students during the first three weeks of school.

Juniors will be tested again early in the spring semester. In the event of a concussion, the ImPACT

test is used to determine when an athlete is ready to return to play. This testing is used in tandem

with protocols followed by our certified athletic trainers and in consultation with the dean of

academic program and equity.

● Mouthguards are strongly encouraged in all contact sports and required for those students

participating in field hockey and lacrosse. CA athletic trainers will provide basic mouthguards for

these athletes.

● Students participating in girls field hockey and girls lacrosse are required to wear eye goggles.

Softball masks for infielders are strongly encouraged. These items are available for purchase at

athletic equipment stores.

● Summer training is an important way to prepare for a successful fall season and decrease the

chance of injury. We encourage all students to train over the summer in their sport(s) of interest.

Students intending to try out for fall sport teams have access to training programs prepared by

the fall head coaches. Returning students will receive a program directly from the coach in June.

New students can request a training program by contacting Director of Athletics Sue Johnson at

(978) 402-2338 (office) or email at Sue_Johnson@concordacademy.org.
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Computer Purchasing Recommendations

Hardware

CA supports both Apple and Windows-based PCs. We currently use computers from Dell and Apple, and

find that they offer a good selection of reliable computer products with a wide range of options; any major

PC manufacturer should provide comparable offerings.

It is reasonable to expect a computer to last through a student’s four years at CA. To assure the longest

useful lifetime for your computer, our suggestion is that you focus your spending on the highest level of

memory, processor speed, and disk space (in that order of priority) that fits your budget.

Lightweight “netbook,” “mini,” or “ultraportable” PC laptops (which generally will not meet the

recommendations below) may suffice for basic tasks like web browsing and word processing, but we do

not make specific recommendations. The flexibility provided by having laptops available in class and

elsewhere makes them preferable to desktop models.

Our general recommendations follow; if you have specific questions, your hardware vendor should be able

to help.

Processor Memory Hard Disk

Windows PC Intel Core i7 or Core i5

(2.5–3.2GHz)

8GB or more 250GB or more

Mac Intel Core i7 or Core i5

(1.7–2.6GHz)

8GB or more 250GB or more

Operating System

Windows 10, Windows 8, Windows 7 and Mac OS X (10.9 or newer) should work properly on the school

network.

Certain features in Windows 7/10 “Professional” and “Ultimate” editions may provide greater ease-of-use

on the campus network, but “Home Premium” should not present major challenges.

Operating systems other than Windows and Mac OS X are not permitted without prior explicit permission

from IT Services.

Also, please note that we may be unable to support certain versions of some operating systems, and we

generally cannot support new operating systems immediately after their release, as we need to assure that
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we have suitable versions of our network security tools available.  After a new operating system has been

released, we will make an announcement when we are able to support it for use on the school network.

Network

CA offers wireless network service across the campus. Your laptop must include a wireless network card

compliant with the “802.11n” or “802.11g” standards. In addition, the card must comply with the “802.11i”

standard, which may be called “WPA2 certified” instead.

Many locations on campus — including computer labs and student rooms — also provide plug-in

connections for computers with a standard Ethernet card capable of supporting 100Mbps connections.

Virus & Spyware Protection

A self-updating virus/spyware protection program from a reliable major company is a critical component

of any computer. To assure protection of school computers and those of other students, all computers

connected to the campus network must run an approved security software package (from Kaspersky,

McAfee, Symantec, Malwarebyte, Trend Micro).

This software provides features to protect against viruses, spyware, adware, and other threats, but the

school cannot guarantee that this software will protect from all possible threats.

Due to the risks posed by email, file exchanges, and other contact with computers on the school network,

the school expects that a personally-owned computer used for any school-related purpose will run a

current, licensed, properly-configured virus/spyware protection product at all times, even if the computer

will not be connected to the school’s network.

Software

We encourage you to purchase Microsoft Office (Word, Excel, and PowerPoint), since that suite of

programs is used campus-wide. Microsoft offers a “Home and Student” edition which should meet

students’ school-related needs.

Any other software will be course-specific and will be identified as the student begins the particular

course.

Support

Due to the size of our staff, we are able to provide only basic technical support and troubleshooting for

students’ personally-owned computers. This support would be around connecting to the school's wifi, or

connecting to printers. For more complex problems, we will make referrals to outside support resources

that can offer more in-depth help at a cost borne by the student’s family.

When purchasing a computer system, we strongly recommend that you consider the on-site maintenance

options offered by the manufacturers, as this can simplify and speed the repair process.

Also, please note that our ability to help is greatly reduced if your computer’s menus and messages are in a

language other than English; if you are buying a computer outside the U.S., be certain that it can be

configured to display menus and system messages in U.S. English.
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Insurance

For laptop computers in particular, you should consider the insurance options available. While most

manufacturers offer extended-warranty coverage, some (e.g., Dell CompleteCare) also cover nearly all

other damage except intentional abuse or theft. Standalone insurance coverage is also available for

accidental damage, theft, fire, and other risks; school-owned computers are covered through Safeware

(http://www.safeware.com), and other companies offer similar coverage. Before assuming that your

current homeowner’s insurance coverage is sufficient, we recommend that you carefully check your policy

for details about coverage for portable computing equipment located off-premises and in transit, and that

you particularly think about the risk of accidental damage which likely will not be covered by such

insurance. Repairs to laptop computers routinely cost $500 to $1,000.

DISCOUNT PROGRAMS AVAILABLE

Vendor For Discounted Pricing

Dell Call (800) 695-8133. When the automated system asks, say that you want

to “make a purchase” then say that it is for “personal use.” When you are

asked if you plan to make your purchase through an employee purchase

program, say “Yes.”

Apple Apple does not offer discount programs for high school students, and in

recent years we have been unable to arrange any special discount

program with them. However, you may be able to negotiate with the

manager of your local Apple Store retail location to apply their

educational discount (which generally is available only to educators and

college students). It is not possible to get this discounted pricing from the

Apple Store website.

Apple Store locations can be found at www.apple.com/retail
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Summer Reading Lists

Summer reading for incoming 9th graders

Welcome to CA! We here in the English department encourage you to READ during summer vacation.  It

has genuinely been our experience that regular recreational reading improves our reading and writing

skills (in addition to being fun).

We hope that you will read as much as possible this summer. And in that spirit, we offer both a list of

books that students have enjoyed in recent years and some direction about readings that will help you

with your work in English throughout the coming year.

Recommended summer reading:

1.      All new students should arrive at CA with some background in Greek mythology.

In particular, we're interested in you arriving with a basic sense for the universe of Greek mythology: its

major figures, their relationships to one another, and how that universe operates.

Whether you’ve already studied mythology or you’re encountering it for the first time, we’ve found the

following three books to be useful points of reference and review. Given your background and interest in

mythology, please read the one(s) that will best help you to prepare for the major text of the fall semester,

Homer’s The Odyssey.

Black Ships Before Troy | Rosemary Sutcliff

Sutcliff offers an accessible prose retelling of The Iliad — a prequel of sorts to The Odyssey. Her text

provides a useful context for the relationships between gods and mortals, the Trojan War, and the events

leading up to The Odyssey.

Mythology | Edith Hamilton

In particular, we recommend PARTS ONE and FOUR of this classic reference work.

In PART ONE you'll find a helpful overview of the Greek gods, creation story, and heroes. In the first two

portions of PART FOUR you’ll find some useful background on the Trojan War.

Book of Greek Myths | Ingri and Edgar D'Aulaires

Here you'll find an illustrated version of the central players and plot lines in Greek mythology that appeals

to readers of all ages. Each chapter is devoted to a particular figure in the Greek pantheon. This edition

might be especially helpful for orienting visual learners and first-time readers of Greek myths.

2.    Please read a play by William Shakespeare.

This should help you to familiarize yourself with his language and style. We recommend Folger

Shakespeare Editions, for they supply good, clear glossaries and notes. Our suggestion is that you read

either Romeo and Juliet (timeless, thwarted teenage love) or A Midsummer Night’s Dream (lots of
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mixed-up couples, magic, a night in the forest). If you are familiar with both of those texts, please pick

another play you are interested in reading!

3.    Finally, please read widely from the list below — or anything else that intrigues you.

We expect you to read at least five books this summer (counting the Shakespeare play), but we want you

to have fun and free choice in your selections.

Suggestions for summer reading:

Fiction:

Many — though not all — of these suggestions are coming-of-age stories:

Adichie, Chimamanda – Purple Hibiscus

Alcott, Louisa May – Little Women

Alexie, Sherman – The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian

Alvarez, Julia – How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents

Austen, Jane – Pride and Prejudice; Emma

Cather, Willa – Death Comes for the Archbishop

Chbosky, Stephen – The Perks of Being a Wallflower

Christie, Agatha – Murder on the Orient Express

Cisneros, Sandra – The House on Mango Street

Courtenay, Bryce – The Power of One

Crane, Stephen – The Red Badge of Courage

Danticat, Edwidge – Breath, Eyes, Memory

Dickens, Charles – David Copperfield

Doyle, Arthur Conan – The Hound of the Baskervilles

Dumas, Alexander – The Three Musketeers; The Count of Monte Cristo

Haddon, Mark – The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time

Hemingway, Ernest – A Farewell to Arms

hooks, bell – Bone Black

Huxley, Aldous – Brave New World
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Irving, John – A Prayer for Owen Meany; The Cider House Rules

Jen, Gish – Typical American

Keyes, Daniel – Flowers for Algernon

Kincaid, Jamaica – Annie John

Kingsolver, Barbara – The Bean Trees

Kingston, Maxine Hong – The Woman Warrior

Lee, Harper – To Kill a Mockingbird

LeGuin, Ursula – The Left Hand of Darkness

Maclean, Norman – A River Runs Through It

Martel, Yann – Life of Pi

Mitchell, David – Black Swan Green

Orwell, George – 1984; Animal Farm

Salinger, J.D. – The Catcher in the Rye

Smith, Betty – A Tree Grows in Brooklyn

Tan, Amy – The Joy Luck Club

Vonnegut, Kurt – Slaughterhouse Five

White, T.H. – The Once and Future King

Nonfiction:

Angelou,  Maya – I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings

Angell, Roger – The Summer Game

Durrell, Gerard – My Family and Other Animals

Kaling, Mindy – Is Everyone Hanging Out Without Me?

Krakauer, Jon – Into the Wild; Into Thin Air

McBride, James – The Color of Water

Moehringer, J.R. – The Tender Bar

Pollan, Michael – The Botany of Desire
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Redniss, Lauren – Radioactive: A Tale of Love and Fallout

Poetry:

Alexander, Elizabeth – American Sublime

Bradstreet, Anne – The Works of Anne Bradstreet

Brooks, Gwendolyn – Bean Eaters; Selected Poems

Clifton, Lucille – The Book of Light

Collins, Billy – Sailing Alone Around the Room; The Trouble with Poetry

Dickinson, Emily – The Complete Poems

Frost, Robert – North of Boston

Hayes, Terrance – Wind in a Box

Hopkins, Gerard Manley – Poems and Prose

Hughes, Langston – Selected Poems

Keats, John – Selected Poems

Komunyakaa, Yusef – Neon Vernacular

Limon, Ada – Sharks in the Rivers

Oliver, Mary – American Primitive

Poe, Edgar Allen – Complete Stories and Poems

Ryan, Kay – The Best of It

Smith, Clint – Counting Descent

Whitman, Walt – Leaves of Grass

Wordsworth, William – The Major Works
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Summer reading for 10th graders

New students:

During their 9th grade English class at Concord Academy, students read The Odyssey (Homer), Macbeth

or As You Like It (William Shakespeare), Frankenstein (Mary Shelley), and Their Eyes Were Watching

God (Zora Neale Hurston). Because your subsequent work in English at CA will depart from and make

frequent reference to these texts, please spend some time this summer reading anything you have not yet

studied.

For a background in Greek mythology: Please see the ninth grade summer reading list for a few

suggestions about texts you might examine to review.

All students, including new students:

We here in the English Department at CA encourage you to keep reading over summer vacation.

Please read at least five books from the list below and/or anything else that intrigues you.

While we expect you to read at least five books this summer, we want you to have fun — and some free

choice — in your selections.  You may also select works of comparable literary value by authors not listed

here.

Suggestions for summer reading:

Fiction:

Many — though not all — of these suggestions are coming of age stories:

Adichie, Chimamanda – Purple Hibiscus

Alcott, Louisa May – Little Women

Alexie, Sherman – The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian

Alvarez, Julia – How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents

Austen, Jane – Pride and Prejudice; Emma

Cather, Willa – Death Comes for the Archbishop

Chbosky, Stephen – The Perks of Being a Wallflower

Christie, Agatha – Murder on the Orient Express

Cisneros, Sandra – The House on Mango Street

Courtenay, Bryce – The Power of One

Crane, Stephen – The Red Badge of Courage
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Danticat, Edwidge – Breath, Eyes, Memory

Dickens, Charles – David Copperfield

Doyle, Arthur Conan – The Hound of the Baskervilles

Dumas, Alexander – The Three Musketeers; The Count of Monte Cristo

Haddon, Mark – The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time

Hemingway, Ernest – A Farewell to Arms

hooks, bell – Bone Black

Huxley, Aldous – Brave New World

Irving, John – A Prayer for Owen Meany; The Cider House Rules

Jen, Gish – Typical American

Keyes, Daniel – Flowers for Algernon

Kincaid, Jamaica – Annie John

Kingsolver, Barbara – The Bean Trees

Kingston, Maxine Hong – The Woman Warrior

Lee, Harper – To Kill a Mockingbird

LeGuin, Ursula – The Left Hand of Darkness

Maclean, Norman – A River Runs Through It

Martel, Yann – Life of Pi

Mitchell, David – Black Swan Green

Orwell, George – 1984; Animal Farm

Salinger, J.D. – The Catcher in the Rye

Smith, Betty – A Tree Grows in Brooklyn

Tan, Amy – The Joy Luck Club

Vonnegut, Kurt – Slaughterhouse Five

White, T.H. – The Once and Future King

Nonfiction:
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Angelou,  Maya – I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings

Angell, Roger – The Summer Game

Durrell, Gerard – My Family and Other Animals

Kaling, Mindy – Is Everyone Hanging Out Without Me?

Krakauer, Jon – Into the Wild; Into Thin Air

McBride, James – The Color of Water

Moehringer, J.R. – The Tender Bar

Pollan, Michael – The Botany of Desire

Redniss, Lauren – Radioactive: A Tale of Love and Fallout

Poetry:

Alexander, Elizabeth – American Sublime

Bradstreet, Anne – The Works of Anne Bradstreet

Brooks, Gwendolyn – Bean Eaters; Selected Poems

Clifton, Lucille – The Book of Light

Collins, Billy – Sailing Alone Around the Room; The Trouble with Poetry

Dickinson, Emily – The Complete Poems

Frost, Robert – North of Boston

Hayes, Terrance – Wind in a Box

Hopkins, Gerard Manley – Poems and Prose

Hughes, Langston – Selected Poems

Keats, John – Selected Poems

Komunyakaa, Yusef – Neon Vernacular

Limon, Ada – Sharks in the Rivers

Oliver, Mary – American Primitive

Poe, Edgar Allen – Complete Stories and Poems

Ryan, Kay – The Best of It
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Smith, Clint – Counting Descent

Whitman, Walt – Leaves of Grass

Wordsworth, William – The Major Works
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Summer reading for 11th graders and 12th graders

We here in the English department encourage you to keep reading during the summer vacation. All

juniors and seniors should read five books — either selected from the list offered below or from other

works by the same authors; students may also select works of comparable literary value by authors not

listed here.

Prose:

Achebe, Chinua – Things Fall Apart

Adichie, Chimamanda – Half a Yellow Sun; Americanah

Adiga, Aravind – White Tiger

Allende, Isabel – House of Spirits

Atwood, Margaret – Cat’s Eye

Austen, Jane – Mansfield Park; Sense and Sensibility

Baldwin, James – Go Tell it on the Mountain; Giovanni’s Room

Calvino, Italo – If on a Winter’s Night A Traveler; Invisible Cities

Camus, Albert – The Stranger

Eliot, George – The Mill on the Floss

Elison, Ralph – Invisible Man

Erdrich, Louise – The Last Report on the Miracles at Little No Horse

Eugenides, Jeffrey – Middlesex

Fadiman, Ann – The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down

Faulkner, William – Light in August

Fitzgerald, F. Scott – Tender is the Night; This Side of Paradise

Hawthorne, Nathaniel – The House of Seven Gables

Hamid, Mohsin – The Reluctant Fundamentalist

Hemingway, Ernest – The Sun Also Rises

Highsmith, Patricia – The Talented Mr. Ripley

Ishiguro, Kazuo – Remains of the Day; Never Let Me Go
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Jhabvala, Ruth Prawer – The Nature of Passion

Kafka, Franz – The Trial

Kalman, Maira – The Principles of Uncertainty

Kincaid, Jamaica – A Small Place

Lahiri, Jhumpa – Unaccustomed Earth; The Lowland

Marquez, Gabriel Garcia – One Hundred Years of Solitude; Love in the Time of Cholera

McCann, Colum – Let the Great World Spin

McCarthy, Cormac – All the Pretty Horses

McEwan, Ian – Atonement; Saturday

Mitchell, David – Cloud Atlas

Moore, Lorrie – Anagrams

Naipaul, V.S. – A House for Mr. Biswas

O’Connor, Flannery – Everything That Rises Must Converge

Ondaatje, Michael – The English Patient

Oyeyemi, Helen – Boy, Snow, Bird

Reichl, Ruth – Tender at the Bone; Garlic and Sapphires

Roy, Arundhati – The God of Small Things

Saramago, Jose – Blindness

Saunders, George – Civilwarland in Bad Decline; Tenth of December

Sedaris, David – Dress Your Family in Corduroy and Denim; Me Talk Pretty One Day

Silko, Leslie Marmon – Ceremony

Smiley, Jane – A Thousand Acres; Ordinary Love and Good Will

Smith, Zadie – White Teeth

Steinbeck, John – The Grapes of Wrath; East of Eden

Walker, Alice – The Color Purple

Welty, Eudora – Delta Wedding
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Wharton, Edith – House of Mirth; The Age of Innocence

Poetry:

Alexander, Elizabeth – American Sublime

Bradstreet, Anne – The Works of Anne Bradstreet

Brooks, Gwendolyn – Bean Eaters; Selected Poems

Clifton, Lucille – The Book of Light

Collins, Billy – Sailing Alone Around the Room; The Trouble with Poetry

Dickinson, Emily – The Complete Poems

Frost, Robert – North of Boston

Hayes, Terrance – Wind in a Box

Hopkins, Gerard Manley – Poems and Prose

Hughes, Langston – Selected Poems

Keats, John – Selected Poems

Komunyakaa, Yusef – Neon Vernacular

Limon, Ada – Sharks in the Rivers

Oliver, Mary – American Primitive

Poe, Edgar Allen – Complete Stories and Poems

Ryan, Kay – The Best of It

Smith, Clint – Counting Descent

Whitman, Walt – Leaves of Grass

Wordsworth, William – The Major Works
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FAQs

How do we order books for classes this fall?

Online ordering information will be shared with parents via an email in early August. Students will be able

to order their books at the school’s online BNC bookstore at that time.

What if the books appear to coincide with classes my child did not expect?  What if their

level placement for language or math is not what was expected?

Your child will have an opportunity to tweak their schedule during the first week of school during our

“DROP/ADD” session.  While students will attend the classes listed on their schedule until a change is

made, they should speak with their advisor, teachers, and department heads to facilitate a move that may

be needed.  Schedule changes cannot be made until school begins during the "DROP/ADD" period.

What should my child have for the first few days of school — pencils, pens, binders, a

laptop?

Students should come to the first meeting of each class with a binder or notebook and writing implements

to take any early notes required. Teachers will let students know at their first class meeting what school

supplies they will need for their course. These items are available at local stores within walking distance of

campus.

Students find it very helpful to have a laptop, as the campus has wireless access. Students use a variety of

laptops and chromebooks on campus, so feel free to select the device most compatible with your child's

needs. The Financial Aid Office will communicate with those receiving financial aid to relay details about

a Technology Grant — funding which can be used to purchase a computer.

During Orientation and in the first few days of school, the Information Technology team will connect with

all new students. The team will relay advice and additional helpful details about technology. Students

have free access to many printers across campus, and many documents are turned in electronically.

Students may also access computers in Concord Academy’s computer labs and across the street in the

Concord Free Public Library. For short-term needs, students may borrow a Chromebook from the CA

library.

Should my student have a cell phone?

We strongly recommend that students have a cell phone. Concord Academy uses an online app-based

system called Orah (formerly Boardingware), to track each student’s whereabouts, so having a cell phone

will greatly improve each child’s ability to sign in and out.

A student will use their cell phone, computer, or other electronic device to request leaves and indicate

their whereabouts. Having a cell phone is also an excellent way for adults to find a student if they need to

connect, and for families and friends to stay in touch. At the beginning of the year, we ask students to

program specific numbers into their phone so they can easily reach an adult on campus if needed.

Does CA have a dress code?
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In daily dress we expect clothing to be appropriate and it is understood that underwear is not outerwear.

Students may not appear with bare feet in the school buildings or in the dining hall.

Can a boarding student visit a day student’s house?

Yes, boarding students are encouraged to visit a day student's house when possible, as it can be a nice

chance to connect with other families. The boarding student follows our guidelines for requesting a day or

an overnight visit so the host can confirm plans. Please be aware that there are some weekends when

boarding students will need to stay on campus. Additionally, during a weather emergency, we may ask

students to stay on campus for added safety depending on the situation. If a boarder wishes to stay over

on a weeknight, they should fill out a Special Pass through the Student Life Office. A hosting family must

be home and willing to supervise the visit.

How important is it for me to attend Family Weekend?

Family Weekend is a wonderful opportunity for you to experience your child’s daily routine. Family

Weekend begins on Thursday evening with parent socials and continues on Friday when families attend

classes with their child, meet with advisors and teachers, watch athletic and performing arts activities, and

join together for a community dinner. On Saturday, families are welcome to watch sports practices and

competitions, depending on the schedule. Families receive more specific information about Family

Weekend early in the fall. While we are happy to have parents at other times throughout the year, the

opportunities that exist on Family Weekend do not exist as readily at other times.

How can I get connected with other parents and get more involved with the CA

community?

CA Parents is the parents’ organization of Concord Academy. If you are a parent or guardian of a CA

student, you are automatically a member of CA Parents. If you want to learn about the community or get

involved in the life of the school, this organization is the best place to start. CA Parents includes 17

committees and a parents council. The committees organize volunteers to do all kinds of things that

support the school — from leading school tours for prospective students or connecting boarding students

with local “CARE families” to managing faculty/staff appreciation lunches during the year. Please see the

Get Involved page of our website to find a complete list and a description of each committee. You may also

simply attend one of the many events hosted by CA Parents throughout the year. For example, parent

socials happen in early October as part of Family Weekend. Personal invitations to socials are emailed to

all parents. Attending one of these gatherings is a great way to meet other parents and learn more about

the vibrant, diverse life of this school.
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FAQs for Day Students

What time will my child need to be at school?

Students must arrive by their first commitment of the day (chapel, announcements, or community

meeting).

●      Monday, Wednesday, Friday: The day begins promptly at 8:30 a.m.

●      Tuesday, Thursday: The day begins promptly at 9:35 a.m.

*Please note: Our Tuesday/Thursday schedule allows for a morning meeting block. Some students may

have school commitments during this time.

What if my child is sick and is unable to attend school?

Day students who are unable to attend school due to emergencies or illnesses must have their

parent/guardian call the Attendance Office at (978) 402-2202 by 8:30 a.m. each day they are unable to

attend classes, or send an email to Jackie_Decareau@concordacademy.org.

How do I purchase a monthly T pass?

You can find information about and request a Monthly MBTA pass by completing this form.

How do I drop off and pick up my child at CA?

To avoid backup lines on Main Street, please follow these important rules for dropping off or picking up at

CA:

● When dropping off or picking up at Aloian Circle, please drive all the way to the end of the circle,

moving up as quickly as possible. Please do not block traffic on Main Street when the circle is full.

Instead, drive by and return to enter Aloian Circle after the backup has cleared. Also, please

follow the posted left turn restrictions at the Aloian Circle exit. There are no left turns allowed

Monday through Friday from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. This is our way to help the

flow of traffic exiting Aloian during peak morning and afternoon times, when it’s difficult to cross

westbound traffic to go towards Concord Center.

● Concord Academy is a “no-idle zone.” Parents, please turn off your car engines while waiting to

pick up your students in Aloian Circle. For every two minutes of idling, a car uses the same

amount of fuel it would use if traveling one mile.

How do I set up a carpool to CA with other families from my area?

Please email Registrar Sue Sauer at sue_sauer@concordacademy.org who will generate a list for you of

students in your area for the 2021–22 school year. You may also refer to the CA community directory

posted on the parent portal to help identify other families in your area.

Can my child drive to school?

Junior and senior day students are allowed to drive to and from school, but must follow all driving and

parking protocols as outlined in the Community Handbook.
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Where do I park at CA?

● On-campus parking for the community is located in the West Gate lot. While there are some free

spaces along Main St., we recommend that all students park in the lot when space allows.

● Parking at CA is limited to adult members of our community as well as seniors and juniors.

● All cars must be registered with CA and have a parking sticker visibly affixed to the vehicle. This

allows us to contact the owner in rare cases that it’s needed.

● The Aloian half-circle is visitor-only parking.

Seniors and juniors who will be driving to campus need to complete the Student Parking Request Form. If

you have any questions about these permits, please contact Sarah Woods at

sarah_woods@concordacademy.org.
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FAQs for Boarding Students

How will my child do laundry?

There are laundry machines on campus where students can clean their clothes at no cost. If you prefer,

you can also set up laundry service through our local vendor, E&R Laundry. E&R mails information to

boarding families in the summer, thus you can sign up via their mailing or sign up directly on the E&R

website. If you wish to wait until registration, a representative from E&R Laundry will be at registration as

well.

What about food? Are there snacks available? Will my child be able to get enough to eat

when desired?

Our dining service is open for three meals a day. In addition, each house has a “house store” where

boarding students can purchase snacks each weeknight between 10:00 and 10:30 p.m. In addition, each

student house now has a full kitchen that students can use to cook or bake with house faculty approval.

Due to our proximity to town, students may walk to local eateries or a local grocery store during their free

time. During the weekends, the dining hall is open for three meals per day as well. On Saturday nights, the

house faculty on duty make a home-cooked snack for the students called “house food,” which many

students look forward to all week! Students may also sign out to visit larger grocery stores if they wish,

such as HMart, Whole Foods, Target, or Trader Joes. Each house has a communal refrigerator where a

student may store food.

When will I have an opportunity to go shopping with my child after they have moved in?

When can we meet up again to help with the room?

Our Orientation Program is designed to help students transition and acclimate to a new school and for

some, a new country. After parents say good bye on registration day, students are very busy and involved

in orientation activities until the first day of school. We have found that in order to encourage students to

make friends and adjust to living away from parents, it works best not to have any additional scheduled

time with parents outside of the allotted time during registration. But rest assured, your child will be well

cared for through this transition. House faculty and student leaders offer extra support throughout the

move-in process to make sure students feel comfortable and at home in their new space.

For those students who wish to purchase school supplies or additional items for their room, we offer

several trips off campus to pick up needed supplies within the first week of school. In addition, one of the

benefits of being right in Concord Center is that students can walk to a multitude of stores. As part of our

Orientation Program, we give all new students a tour of Concord Center to help familiarize them with all

of the local offerings.

How/where can we set up banking?

There are a number of banks within walking distance of school. They include Bank of America, Citizens

Bank, TD Bank, Middlesex Savings Bank, and Cambridge Savings Bank. No student should have more

than $150 in cash on them or in their room at any given time (and that’s only if needed; most should have

far less than this). Numerous banks are within walking distance of campus.

Where do I send packages to my child?  What is Concord Academy's mailing address?
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All packages should be sent to our package center at 126 Main Street, Concord MA 01742.  Letters can be

mailed to 166 Main Street, Concord MA 01742.

When will my child know their housing assignment and names of their roommate(s)?

All boarding students learn about housing assignments when they register and move in. Families should

leave their student’s belongings in their car until after their child has registered and learned of their

housing assignment. Please know that students can expect to be in a triple for at least one year during

their time here.

What if my child takes medication?

During registration, families will be able to connect with the nurses from the Health Center. You may also

email the Health Center with specific questions at healthcenter@concordacademy.org.

May my child stay in the houses the night before registration?

Unfortunately, we are not able to open the houses until registration, as we are training our student leaders

and making final preparations to campus.

Local Accommodations

Parents will find a number of options listed at the Chamber of Commerce website. Local hotels, inns, and

bed-and-breakfasts in Concord within walking distance to campus include the Colonial Inn, The North

Bridge Inn, and the Hawthorne Inn. Many parents enjoy the Residence Inn by Marriott or the Best

Western Plus, which is more affordable yet is a short drive from campus (about 1 mile).

Housing Amenities

Each house is furnished with the following items:

● A shared kitchen area is accessible to all students within the house. The kitchen includes a

refrigerator, freezer (with ice), sink, oven, microwave, stove-top cooking surface, dishwasher,

dishes, pots and pans, plates, bowls, mugs, utensils, and other cooking utensils. For safety, oven

use is an earned privilege for those who attend a comprehensive training and request permission

each time they cook.

● Iron and ironing board

● Filtered cold and hot water

● Free laundry machines across campus

TV and common living room space

Each room is furnished with the following items:

● Twin bed with XL size mattress

● Bureau with small mirror

● Small garbage and recycling bins

● Desk (with drawers), chair, overhead light, and desk lamp

● Curtains/shades

● Rug
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● Closet or wardrobe

Suggested Packing List

Overall, we recommend following the phrase “less is more” when packing, as space is limited and one can

always have things sent or borrow items from a friend. There is limited space within each student room.

*Please label each item and piece of clothing with your child’s name.*

● Blanket and comforter: It can get quite cold, so we recommend bringing a blanket and one

comforter

● Sheets and pillow: Student beds are extra-long, so please be sure to purchase the correct XL size.

● Bathroom slippers or flip flops to wear to and from the shower

● Bathrobe* and towels (*We recommend that all students bring a bathrobe as students are

required to be covered when walking to and from the bathroom and in any common spaces.)

● Soap, shampoo, toiletries, and a small plastic tote for carrying toiletries

● Laundry bag and laundry detergent. We strongly recommend fragrance-free laundry detergent

(and no dryer sheets please) to reduce the environmental and health impact of these fragrances.

● Athletic shoes

● Surge protector and extension cord(s)

● Earbuds or earphones

● Alarm clock. We recommend a plug-in alarm clock to help students reduce their reliance on their

phones.

● Hangers

● Fan

● Winter jacket, mittens/gloves, hat, and waterproof boots (it is typically cold here between late

October through late April)

● Formal clothing: Several times throughout the year students will be asked to dress in formal

clothing for community dinners, concerts, graduation, and some dances. Examples of formal

attire are as follows: dress, blouse, skirt, dress pants, khaki slacks, sports jacket, tie, and dress

shoes. No jeans are to be worn at these formal occasions. We encourage students to borrow

clothing from others or use clothing they already have — no need to buy new.

● Health kit: We also recommend that your child bring a small “health-care kit” with whatever they

might use at home for colds, headaches, or small cuts, e.g. cough drops, Band-Aids, Ibuprofen,

and a thermometer. This is just for convenience, as students can always contact the nurse-on-call

or their house faculty if they need anything.

● Laptop computer or tablet: We recommend that each student have a laptop or tablet.  The

Financial Aid Office will be in touch with financial aid families in July to relay finance options

offered by the school, as all financial aid students qualify for a technology grant. We strongly

recommend installing a tracking application on the computer or tablet in case it goes missing and

we need to track it. Printers are not necessary in student rooms, as the school offers free printing

across campus.

● Cell phone: We recommend that each student have a cell phone. Students find having a cell phone

greatly helps them communicate with family and friends from home and also helps them feel

connected with others across campus. At the beginning of the year, we ask students to program

specific numbers into their phone so they can easily reach an adult on campus for safety. Our

school uses an online app-based system called Orah (formerly called Boardingware) to track each

student’s whereabouts, so having a cell phone will greatly improve each child’s ability to sign in

and out. We recommend installing an electronic tracking app on any device (phones, computers,

etc), such as “find my iPhone” in case something goes missing.
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Due to safety precautions and a limited number of electrical outlets, students may only have the following

electrical appliances in their rooms:

● Radios, speakers

● Hair dryers or hair straighteners (only with automatic shut-off)

● Alarm clocks

● Fans

● Personal computers and a printer (although most students do not have printers in their room,

since the school provides free printing all across campus)

Students may not have the following items in their rooms:

● Televisions (there is one in the common room), TV screens, or oversized computer monitors used

for gaming or TV-watching in rooms

● Coffee makers

● Refrigerators

● Electric blankets

● Plug-in air fresheners or diffusers

● Irons (the school provides each house with one iron and an ironing board)

● Hot plates, toasters (the school provides a microwave and oven in each house for those who gain

permission)

● Heating coils, electric kettles (each house has a filtered water cooler/heater)

● Halogen lamps, sunlamps, small appliances

● Candles, matches, incense, lighters, or any incendiary devices of any kind

● Animals of any kind

● Poker chips

● Large fabric wall hangings (unless tagged as flame resistant)

● Posters and decorations that are disrespectful or offensive in any way
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