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Dear Delegates, 
 
Welcome to the specialized committee on the Cabinet of Caïd Essebsi at CAMUN 2021! We are 
Casey Bakarani, a junior from Johannesburg, South Africa, and Angie Minichiello, a senior from 
Burlington, MA. 
 
We are excited to welcome you to this committee on the first meeting of the newly formed Cabinet of 
Caïd Essebsi, tasked with leading the people of Tunisia after the escape of former president Zine 
el-Abidine Ben Ali. With public trust in the government at an all-time low this jarring task seems 
nothing short of impossible. Ongoing protests throughout the nation have occurred for the past few 
decades but have recently increased dramatically in both number and frequency. 
 
We have chosen this topic because the situation in Tunisia catalyzed a series of anti-government 
protests, uprisings, and armed rebellions against the oppressive governments and low standards of 
living in the Arab world. 2011 has not been an easy year—the government was overthrown in January, 
the ousted president Zine el-Abidine Ben Ali entered exile in Saudi Arabia, which resulted in the 
declaration of a state of emergency and the creation of an interim coalition government. With political 
tensions at an all-time high and an Arab revolution on the horizon, our committee will be addressing 
difficult questions about the role of religion in government, legacies of colonialism, and how the new 
leadership will serve the people of Tunisia. We hope that this background guide provides you with a 
sufficient summary of the event, but as always, we encourage further research on both the topic and 
your assigned role. 
 
In order to help debate be as productive and engaging as possible, all delegates should email us a 
researched position paper no longer than two pages double-spaced prior to the conference. If you 
would like feedback on yours, please submit it by Friday, April 2, 2021.  
 
We look forward to meeting you all soon. Please reach out with any questions or concerns, and have 
fun researching! 
 
Angie Minichiello ‘21, angela.minichiello@concordacademy.org  
Casey Bakarani ’22, casey.bakarani@concordacademy.org   
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Colonial History 
 
From 1881 to 1956, Tunisia was a protectorate of France—this came about by treaty rather than 
outright conquest, as was the case in Algeria. Officially, the Bey of Tunis remained an absolute 
monarch; Tunisian ministers were still appointed, the government structure was preserved, and 
Tunisians continued to be subjects of the Bey. The French did not confiscate land, convert mosques 
into churches, or change the official language. Nevertheless, supreme authority was passed to the 
French Resident-General. 
 
Under French guidance, Tunisia’s finances were soon stabilized and modern communications 
established. Though France never overtly seized land or displaced the population, both of which had 
occurred in Algeria, the most fertile portions of northern Tunisia, comprising the Majardah valley and 
the Sharīk Peninsula, were passed on to other European countries. Valuable phosphate mines began 
operating near Gafsa in the south, and vegetables were cultivated and exported from the Majardah 
valley after French and Italian colonists had become established there. Even this moderate 
protonationalism was subject to repressive measures by the French in 1911–12. Little nationalist 
activity took place during World War I (1914–18), but the first attempt at mass political organization 
came during the interwar period, when the Destour (Constitution) Party was created (the party was 
named for the short-lived Tunisian constitution of 1861). In 1920 the Destour Party presented the 
Bey and the French government with a document that demanded that a constitutional form of 
government be established in which Tunisians would possess the same rights as Europeans. 
 
Post Colonial History 
 
The French granted full independence to Tunisia in an accord that was reached on March 20, 1956, 
and Bourguiba was chosen prime minister. The rule of the beys was subsequently abolished, and on 
July 25, 1957, a republic was declared, with Bourguiba as president. After independence was granted, 
the Neo-Destour Party (from 1964 to 1988 the Destourian Socialist Party; from 1988 the Democratic 
Constitutional Rally [known by its French acronym RCD]) ensured that Tunisia moved quickly with 
reforms, most notably in the areas of education, the liberation of women, and legal reforms. Economic 
development was slower, but the government paid considerable attention to the more impoverished 
parts of the country.1 
 

1 https://www.britannica.com/place/Tunisia/The-protectorate-1881-1956. 
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From independence in 1956 until the 2011 revolution, the government and the Constitutional 
Democratic Rally (RCD), formerly Neo Destour and the Socialist Destourian Party, were effectively 
one. Following a report by Amnesty International, The Guardian called Tunisia “one of the most 
modern but repressive countries in the Arab world”.2 Bourguiba’s long rule, widely popular in its early 
years except among traditionalist groups, had provoked an increasing but passive opposition among 
Tunisians. Bourguiba, long in declining health, became unable to mask his autocratic tendencies. 
National elections in 1986 were boycotted by the major opposition parties, and the National Front 
once again carried the vote. In November 1987, amid widespread unrest and growing Islamist support, 
Bourguiba was declared mentally unfit to rule and was removed from office. He was succeeded by 
General Zine el-Abidine Ben Ali, whom he had appointed as prime minister a month earlier. 
 
Although the government initially eased press controls and released political prisoners, the opposition 
soon became disillusioned with the new regime. Subsequently the government turned against secular 
opposition, and it has since been criticized for its abuse of human rights and its reliance on military 
and security forces. Piecemeal electoral reforms have failed to produce any genuine form of power 
sharing or transfer of power away from the president or his party (Ben Ali won reelection in 1994, 
1999, 2004, and 2009, each time by an overwhelming margin).3 Despite Tunisians' sharp increase in 
positive assessments of their national economy between 2009 and 2010, their perceptions in 2010 
worsened on a variety of key variables. Tunisians' perceptions soured on well-being/life evaluation, 
employment, satisfaction with basic infrastructure, and the perception that businesses can succeed 
without heavy government interference or control. Recent events in Tunisia and Egypt have also 
highlighted the shortcomings of development approaches and impact assessments that rely solely on 
classical economic measures.4 
 
A crucial component that led to the unpredictability of the Tunisian revolution was a silo-like focus 
on assessing the economic and social health of developing countries through classical economic 
measures alone. While monitoring GDP trends is important, international organizations such as the 
World Bank and others must now invest in more accurate, perception-driven tools to assess impact. 
Behavioral and attitudinal data, collected at the individual level, are the best measures of the effect of 
policies, programs, and initiatives. It is through these metrics that global and international 
organizations test to what degree policy shifts at the macroeconomic level benefit citizens at the local 
and microeconomic level. Neglecting this approach will result in a continued loss of large sums of 
investment and finance funds pumped into countries whose lack of political and social stability result 

2 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2010/jul/13/amnesty-criticises-tunisia-human-rights  
3 https://www.britannica.com/place/Tunisia/Domestic-development  
4 https://news.gallup.com/poll/157049/tunisia-analyzing-dawn-arab-spring.aspx  
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in major economic setbacks and dissuade future investment. With what is hoped to be a more open 
political environment in Tunisia, such research should be easier to conduct in a more timely, constant, 
and cost-effective manner.5 
 
Unrest began after Mohamed Bouazizi, an unemployed 26-year-old, protested government corruption 
by setting fire to himself outside a municipal office in the town of Sidi Bouzid in central Tunisia on 
December 17, 2010. Bouazizi, who had been supporting his family by selling fruit from a cart, was 
enraged when local officials repeatedly demanded bribes and confiscated his merchandise. His plight, 
which came to symbolize the injustice and economic hardship afflicting many Tunisians under the 
Ben Ali regime, inspired street protests throughout the country against high unemployment, poverty, 
and political repression.6 By the time Bouazizi died of his injuries on January 4, 2011, protests had 
spread throughout Tunisia, and opposition groups had begun to demand the removal of the corrupt 
and authoritarian regime of President Zine el-Abidine Ben Ali, in power since 1987. The regime’s 
attempts to use force to suppress the protests drew international criticism, and the regime failed to 
placate the opposition with its offers of concessions.7 
 
After four weeks of steadily escalating riots across Tunisia, President Zine el-Abidine Ben Ali lost his 
grip on power in early 2011. The country's prime minister announced that he was taking over to 
organize early elections and usher in a new government.8 Ben Ali was forced out of power by a popular 
uprising that came to be known as the Jasmine Revolution. The demonstrations, and Ben Ali’s ouster, 
inspired a series of uprisings known as the Arab Spring, especially in Egypt, Yemen, Libya, and Syria. 
Tunisia’s revolution is widely considered to be the only one of these uprisings to have succeeded in 
replacing an autocratic government with a stable democratic government.9  
 
Current Situation 
 
One month after the fall of the regime led by Ben Ali (who fled his country on January 14th, 2011), on 
February 27th Prime Minister Mohammed Gannouchi resigned following a day of clashes in Tunis in 
which five people were killed. This confirms that the country is far from returning to calm and from 
establishing a new political balance after the fall of Ben Ali's regime. Interim President Fouad Mebazaa 
replaced Gannouchi with Béji Caïd Essebsi. Mohammed Gannouchi's position had become 

5 https://news.gallup.com/poll/157049/tunisia-analyzing-dawn-arab-spring.aspx  
6 https://www.britannica.com/place/Tunisia/The-Jasmine-Revolution  
7 https://www.britannica.com/biography/Mohamed-Bouazizi  
8 https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/tunisias-president-flees-the-country/2011/01/14/ABynwhD_story.html  
9 https://www.britannica.com/place/Tunisia/The-Jasmine-Revolution  
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impossible due to continuous protests against him accusing him of close links with former President 
Ben Ali and of plotting to ensure the failure of the Jasmine Revolution. The head of the Government 
Commission for Political Reform, Yadh Ben Achur, warned that there is a risk that "the country will 
fall into anarchy in the transition towards a real multi-party democracy, if one does not act with great 
caution and responsibility." The Commission has been assigned the task of dismantling the repressive 
laws of former President Ben Ali's authoritarian government.10 
 
Replacing the prime minister has not calmed the situation and anti-government protests continued on 
Monday, February 28th. Protesters are now criticizing the fact that the new prime minister was chosen 
without consulting the other political parties. Many young people do not feel represented by the new 
prime minister, Béji Caïd Essebsi, and describe him as a distant political personality. In an increasingly 
tense atmosphere, on Monday, February 28th two more ministers resigned, the Minister of Industry 
and Technology Mohamed Afif Chelbi, and the Minister of Programming and International 
Cooperation Mohammed Nouri Jouini. Secretary of State for IT and Communications, Sami Zaoui, 
also resigned.11 The situation in the country has deteriorated significantly in recent days, especially 
after acts of vandalism were committed by the former Presidential Guard and by members of the now 
dissolved majority party led by Ben Ali, the Rassemblement Constitutionnel Democratique. There is 
also tension at the border with Libya with many Tunisian refugees returning home due to the serious 
situation in the neighboring country. There is also concern over the Tunisian economy due to the 
significant fall in tourism, one of the main sources of revenue in the country. In addition to the five 
people who died in Tunis on February 26th, there have been protests and clashes all over the country. 

Questions to Consider 
1. What is your main objective in this committee? 
2. In what ways can we de-escalate the situation between anti-government protesters and the 

newly appointed prime minister to contain human rights violations as protests continue? 
3. Among the other members of your committee, who have you worked with in the past, and 

who would you be willing to work with in the future? 
4. What are the challenges of integrating multiple political organizations? 
5. How can the revolution progress so that Tunisia is stable and prosperous in the future? 
6. How will actions taken in the Tunisian Revolution affect the nation’s relationships with 

foreign countries? How can the actions of foreign countries influence Tunisia? 

10 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2011/feb/27/tunisian-prime-minister-ghannouchi-resigns 
11 https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2011/2/28/two-tunisian-ministers-quit  
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Committee Positions 
 
Head of State 
President, Fouad Mebazaa (فؤاد المبزع ): On January 15th, 2011, the day after President  Zine 
el-Abidine Ben Ali left Tunisia, Fouad Mebazaa, then-Speaker of the Chamber of Deputies, was 
appointed acting president of the Republic by the Constitutional Council. Mebazaa has also served as 
Minister of Youth and Sports, Minister of Public Health, and Minister of Culture and Information. 
 
Head of Government 
Prime Minister, Béji Caïd Essebsi (محمد الباجي قائد السبسي): On February 27th, 2011, in the aftermath of 
the Tunisian Revolution, acting President Fouad Mebazaa appointed Caid Essebsi as the new Prime 
Minister. The public did not receive news of  Essebsi’s appointment well, especially among Tunisia 
youth, for they felt they had no say in this decision. His alliances have varied in the past, having served 
under Mohamed Mzali as Minister of Foreign Affairs from 1981-86 then as Ambassador to West 
Germany in 1987 following Ben Ali’s removal of Bourguiba from power. 
 
Cabinet Members 
 
Ministers of the Interior: responsible for the internal affairs of the nation. 

February 27th–March 28th 2011: Farhat Rajhi (فرحات الراجحي): Farhat Rajhi has a 
background in both higher education and law practice. During the 2011 revolution, he was 
appointed Minister of the Interior of the second Ghannouchi government. On January 31st, 
shortly after his appointment, the ministry was invaded by 2-3,000 demonstrators, who 
threatened to put him to death with General Rachid Ammar. He blames supporters of the 
Democratic Constitutional Rally for the attempted coup and immediately appoints 24 new 
governors who didn’t belong to former president Ali’s party. Rajhi can be quite impulsive in 
his decision-making. His relationship with Prime Minister Essebsi has been strained ever since 
he replaced him with Habib Essid. 
 
March 28th – December 24th 2011: Habib Essid (حبیب الصید): Habib Essid began his political 
career in the public sector as the Minister of Agriculture from 1993-97. Later serving as 
Minister of the Interior after the previous Minister Farhat Rajhi was removed from office by 
Prime Minister Essebsi. 
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Minister of Justice, Lazhar Karoui Chebbi (األزهر القروي الشابي): Lazhar Karoui Chebbi has an 
extensive background in law having from the Tunis School of Law in 1954, then working as a clerk at 
the Tunis Court of First Instance and as a lawyer from October 7th, 1956, until he was appointed 
Minister of Justice in 2011. 
 
Minister of Defense, Abdelkrim Zbidi (عبد الكریم الزبیدي): Abdelkrim Zbidi is responsible for 
coordinating and supervising all agencies and functions of the government concerned directly with 
national security and the Tunisian Armed Forces.  
 
Minister of Foreign Affairs,  Mouldi Kefi (مولدي كفي): Mouldi Kefi began his political career as a 
diplomat in Czechoslovakia and went on in Eastern Germany, the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom, 
Nigeria, Russia, and Indonesia. He was later recalled five years into retirement to assist in Tunisia’s 
reconciliation effort after the 2011 revolution and serve as the Minister of Foreign Affairs.  
 
Minister of Social Affairs, Mohamed Ennaceur (محمد الناصر): Mohamed Ennaceur began his political 
career with extensive international works with UNICEF, the Arab League, and the WTO.  In addition 
to his international career, Mohamed Ennaceur held several political appointments in Tunisia. He 
served as governor of Sousse 1972–73 and as Minister of Social Affairs twice, from 1974 to 1977 and 
1979 to 1985. And After the Tunisian Revolution of 2011, he was once again appointed Minister of 
Social Affairs. 
 
Minister of Education, Taïeb Baccouche (الطیب البكوش): After obtaining a degree in linguistics from 
Sorbonne University in France, Taïeb Baccouche returned to Tunisia to serve as the General Secretary 
of the Tunisian General Labour Union (UGTT) from 1981 to 1984. After the Tunisian Revolution, 
he was appointed Minister of Education from January 2011 to December 2011. 
 
Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research, Ahmed Brahim (أحمد إبراهیم): Ahmed Brahim 
supports the emergence of a “democratic modern and secular state” not connected with Islamists, 
which requires “radical” reform of the electoral system, thus improving the political climate 
guaranteeing freedom of assembly and repealing a law that regulated public discourse of electoral 
candidates. 
 
Minister of Women's Affairs, Lilia Labidi (لیلیا العبیدي): Lilia Labidi obtained a degree from Paris 
Diderot University, a doctorate in psychology in 1978, and a state doctorate in anthropology in 1986. 
Following the Revolution, Labidi was appointed Minister of Women's Affairs under Mohamed 
Ghannouchi and Béji Caïd Essebsi. 
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Resources for Further Research 

1. https://www.britannica.com/event/Arab-Spring 
2. https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/19/world/middleeast/tunisia-protests-arab-spring-anniv

ersary.html 
3. https://www.usip.org/tunisia-timeline-jasmine-revolution 
4. https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/interactive/2021/arab-spring-anniversary-tunisia-d

emocracy-ennahda/ 
5. https://www.britannica.com/event/Jasmine-Revolution 
6. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-14107720 
7. https://www.reuters.com/article/us-tunisia-election-history-timeline/timeline-tunisias-bump

y-path-to-democracy-idUSKBN1WT1XB 
8. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/1/14/arab-spring-ten-years-on 
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