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Dear Delegates, 
 
Welcome to CAMUN’s simulation of the Pontifical Commission for the Protection of Minors. We 
are honored to guide you on an exploration and analysis of the Catholic Church’s child sexual abuse 
scandal, hoping to raise awareness of this painful issue and approach it with nuanced understanding, 
empathy, and sensitivity. Bringing religion directly into high school Model UN, a fairly academic and 
secular environment, is a conscious decision we made in order to push our delegates’ and our own 
negotiative and collaborative skills. The framework of a modern-day committee such as the PCPM 
allows us to consider our own biases and step directly into the shoes of those with a faith possibly 
foreign to us, and exercise our ability to accurately represent those with differing views and experiences 
than our own. Viewing a Model UN committee through a religious lens will be difficult for many, but 
we hope it will be a valuable exercise for those who choose this committee. 
 
We hope to see you challenge yourself in committee by letting go of preconceived notions of the 
composition of a MUN committee. We will utilize standard UNA-USA parliamentary procedure, and 
the legislation you formulate will take the familiar form of the draft resolutions and working papers 
you would see in a typical committee. But as each of you represents a devoted member of the Catholic 
Church, the differences in your approach to the issue at hand will be less obvious without diligent 
research. This guide will not cover everything we'll discuss and debate together. Use this guide as a 
starting point to your own investigation of the topic. 
 
Your chairs Ellen Jennings and Lily Gray are both juniors at Concord Academy, and your rapp 
Hayden Jennings is a sophomore. The three of us have all been part of our school’s Model UN club 
since our respective freshman years and love traveling with our school to numerous local high school 
and collegiate MUN conferences a few times a year. When not scrambling to write our position 
papers, you’ll find us on the tennis court (Lily), at rehearsal for the school musical (Hayden), or 
rewatching Thor: Ragnarok for the sixth time this week (Ellen). 
 
So here is our charge to you before we meet you all: Please read this guide thoroughly, especially the 
“Questions for Consideration” near the end, as a way to begin your research. Send your position 
papers (in any state of completion) to ellen.jennings@concordacademy.org or 
lily.gray@concordacademy.org before the start of committee. Please note: If you want to be considered 
for any awards you are required to write a position paper. If this is your first conference, don’t feel 
intimidated or overwhelmed! Numerous resources are available online, and we can help too - email us 
your questions and concerns. Lastly, don’t forget to brush up on your parliamentary procedure. 
 
Lily Gray ’20, Ellen Jennings ’20, and Hayden Jennings ’21  
Together representing His Holiness Pope Francis 
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Overview of the Catholic Sex Abuse Scandal  
 
Thousands of child sexual abuse allegations have been made against priests, nuns, and many other 
authorities of the Catholic Church in the late 20th and early 21st century, including claims that many 
cases were hidden by the Catholic Church.  Though most of the cases that received significant media 1

attention during the 20th century were based in Australia, Canada, Ireland and the United States, 
following The Boston Globe’s 2002 investigation into the issue, widespread cases of child sexual abuse 
were exposed in Europe and South America.   2

 
"The Nature and Scope of the Problem of Sexual Abuse of Minors by Catholic Priests and Deacons in 
the United States," more commonly known as the John Jay Report, details the true extent of child 
sexual abuse in the Catholic Church through a study conducted by the John Jay College of Criminal 
Justice. The report stated that in the United States there were approximately 10,667 victims of sexual 
abuse under the age of 18, with allegations against 4,392 priests from 1950-2002. Additionally,  51% of 
the victims were aged 11-14 and 41% of the priests were accused of repeat offences.   Only about 3% of 3

the accused priests were convicted of sexual assault and just 2% received prison sentences.   Though 4

around 40% of the alleged priests participated in psychological assessments and treatment programs, 
offending priests were frequently moved from parish to parish, remaining in contact with children, 
instead of being removed from priesthood.   5

 
In the past, the Vatican, along with many other members of the Catholic Church, has refused to 
acknowledge the extent of the crimes committed. Pope Francis has attempted to apologize for the 
criminal actions of the church in the past by saying “[The Catholic Church] showed no care for the 
little ones.”  and the Vatican has called the actions of the accused “betrayals of trust that robbed 
survivors of their dignity and their faith”.   

 
Law of the Church 
 
The Vatican’s system is a monarchy, ruled by God and his voice on Earth, the Pope. There are 
structural branches of the government that fulfill the will of the Pope, with legislative duties 
performed by the Pontifical Commission for the Vatican City. This committee consists of seven 
Cardinals, and all laws passed are approved by the Pope.   6

 

1 https://www.vox.com/2018/8/20/17721292/catholic-sex-abuse-priest-scandals-pennsylvania-report-why-now 
2http://www.pewforum.org/2010/06/11/the-pope-meets-the-press-media-coverage-of-the-clergy-abuse-scandal/ 
3http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/child-and-youth-protection/upload/The-Nature-and-Scope-of-Sexual-Abuse
-of-Minors-by-Catholic-Priests-and-Deacons-in-the-United-States-1950-2002.pdf 
4 Ibid. 
5 Ibid. 
6 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Law_of_Vatican_City 
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The Church is bound by Canon Law, or divine law. These laws were put in place by the early Church 
to regulate the smaller branches. The Church believes that Canon Law comes from Jesus Christ, or 
directly from God through the Pope. By extension, the only way in which Canon Law can be 
expanded or altered is through Christ or through the Pope.  7

 
The History of the Pontifical Commission for the Protection of Minors 
 
On March 22, 2014, Pope Francis brought into action a new group aiming to deal with the damage 
caused to the Church by investigation into thousands of scandals of  sexual abuse of children. Under 
fire for lack of response to allegations and identification of abusers and pedophiles within the 
hierarchy of the Church, the Pope and Vatican announced the formation of the Commission in 2013 
and approved its statutes in 2015. The original body brought together 18 members chosen by the Pope 
for a term of three years, including abuse survivors, experts on psychology and trauma resulting from 
sex abuse, as well as prolific bishops and other Catholic leaders from around the globe. In 2018, after 
terms of the first group had expired, a relaunch of the committee, now with 16 seats, was put into 
effect.  In the words of the PCPM’s website, 8

 
...the Members focused efforts on six particular areas: the priority of healing and care for 
victim/survivors and their families; comprehensive guidelines in local Churches to ensure the 
safety of minors and vulnerable adults; education of Church leadership and ecclesial 
communities; initial and ongoing formation for clergy and religious in the protection of 
minors; theology and spirituality; and canonical and civil norms governing the protection of 
minors.  9

 
But frankly, their work has not been made public, outside of their participation in many events 
worldwide over the six years they have been assembled. They have not made any official statements, 
they have not changed the Pope’s stance on the treatment of sexual abuse cases in the Church, and 
they have thus not utilized their full creative and intellectual potential to solve this major issue. Until 
now. 

 
Goals of the Committee 
In response to the 2014 report issued by the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child, 
we will draft legislation for the Church to eliminate the abuse of minors by leaders of the Catholic 
Church, taking into consideration: 
 

1) The past and present failures and successes of the Church in order to identify and correct 
sexual abusers among their leaders; 

7 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canon_law_of_the_Catholic_Church 
8 http://www.protectionofminors.va/content/tuteladeiminori/en/who-we-are_section/page_en-history.html 
9 Ibid. 
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2) The delicacy of the subject at hand and breadth and depth of pain caused to thousands of 
victims by the Church’s negligence; 

3) The integrity and values of the Catholic Church, respecting the Catholic faith and recognizing 
papal infallibility when researching and studying the history of the Church. 

 
Members of the Committee 
 
Seán Patrick O'Malley (USA) Archbishop of Boston; selected by Pope Francis to lead the PCPM in 
2013 after serving in many diocese affected by child sexual abuse scandals. 

Note: Although O'Malley is technically the leader of this commission, the delegate representing 
him will have no special powers or particular designation among other delegates. 

 
Judge Neville Owen (Australia) Former senior judge of the Court of Appeal of Western Australia; 
chaired the Truth, Justice, and Healing Council of the Australian Catholic Church in response to the 
Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. 
 
Prof. Myriam Wijlens (Netherlands) Professor of Canon Law; has worked extensively in child 
protection throughout her career. 
 
Teresa Kettelkamp (United States) Former colonel in the Illinois State Police; headed the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Secretariat of Child and Youth Protection. 
 
Nelson Giovanelli Rosendo dos Santos (Brazil) Expert in the rehabilitation of youth from drug 
addiction and abuse. 
 
Prof. Benyam Mezmur (Ethiopia) Coptic Orthodox attorney, past head of the U.N. Committee on 
the Rights of the Child. 
 
Sister Jane Bertelsen (United Kingdom) Franciscan Sister, has worked extensively in the 
development of Church child protection policies in the UK and Australia. 
 
Prof. Ernesto Caffo (Italy) Professor of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry at the University of 
Modena; has a particular interest in legislation around abused children. 
 
Sinalelea Fe’ao (Tonga) Coordinator of the Religious Education Curriculum and Counselling 
Services for Catholic schools in the Diocese of Tonga and Niue. 
 
Sister Arina Gonsalves (India) Vice Provincial of the Religious of Jesus and Mary; has a background 
in psychology, law and education. 
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Sister Kayula Lesa, RSC (Zambia) Religious Sister of Charity (RSC); Development Professional. 
 
Sister Hermenegild Makoro (South Africa) Member of the Missionary Sisters of the Precious Blood 
in the Diocese of Mthatha in South Africa. 
 
Professor Hanna Suchocka (Poland) Professor of Constitutional Law and specialist in human rights 
at the University of Poznan; was Prime Minister of Poland and Ambassador of Poland to the Holy See. 
 
Reverend Dr. Hans Zollner (Germany) President of the Centre for Child Protection of the 
Pontifical Gregorian University; Director and Professor of the Institute of Psychology. 
 
Dr. Gabriel Dy-Liacco (Philippines) Adult and adolescent psychotherapist and pastoral counsellor 
for various mental health concerns including victims and perpetrators of abuse. 
 
Bishop Luis Manuel Ali Herrera (Columbia) Vicar General of the Center of Communion and 
Participation of the Archdiocese of Bogotá. 
 
Monsignor Robert W. Oliver (USA) Secretary of the Commission; works in child protection for 
the Archdiocese of Boston and for the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. 
 
Questions to Consider 

1. What are the reasons that the Catholic Church is hesitant to take full accountability for its 
failures in identifying and removing assailants and pedophiles from positions of authority? 

2. What action has the Church taken to distance itself from and/or face head-on accusations 
made against it? 

3. What motivation does your particular committee member have for pursuing this issue and 
holding a seat at this table? What are their specific areas of expertise, and what do they consider 
important in the Church’s resolution moving forward? 

4. How will you critique the Church as an institution while staying true to the values you 
represent? 

5. What anti-child abuse legislation has been established in your committee member’s country of 
origin? 

6. What role does local, regional, and international media have in the exposure of child sexual 
abuse scandals? Should the Church be expected to react to, consider, or condemn secular news 
sources for their coverage? 

7. Religion is a very personal topic. How will you combat/interpret biased sources in your 
research? 
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8. What effect will the legislation we write in this committee have on the Vatican, the wider 
Catholic Church, and the world? 

 
Sources for Further Research 

1. http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/pontifical_commissions/tutela-minori/index.htm 
2. http://www.protectionofminors.va/content/tuteladeiminori/en.html 
3. http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/child-and-youth-protection/upload/The-Nature-an

d-Scope-of-Sexual-Abuse-of-Minors-by-Catholic-Priests-and-Deacons-in-the-United-States-19
50-2002.pdf 

4. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deliver_Us_from_Evil_(2006_film) 
5. https://www.bostonglobe.com/arts/movies/spotlight-movie 
6. https://www.abc.net.au/news/2008-07-19/pope-deeply-sorry-for-evil-of-child-abuse/444788 
7. http://www.pewforum.org/2010/06/11/the-pope-meets-the-press-media-coverage-of-the-cler

gy-abuse-scandal/ 
8. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vatican_City#Governance 
9. http://www.usccb.org/about/public-affairs/glossary/index.cfm 
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