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1. Welcome, Jamie Klickstein ’86 P ’15, ’18, President, Alumnae/i Association 

Jamie opened the meeting just after 7 p.m., welcoming everyone and thanking them for coming 

to the barbeque for the senior class, introducing themselves, and showing the students that they 

stay connected. He highlighted some of the activities of alumnae/i volunteers over the past year: 

● Concord Academy Alumnae/i Committee (CAYAC) recently organized a “connectathon” 

in New York and in Boston to raise funds for the Annual Fund from young alumnae/i and 

raised $2,000. 

● Countdown to Commencement is a month-long challenge that raises awareness about 

giving with the graduating class: four generous alumnae/i donors will donate $15,000 if 

we secure 125 young alumnae/i gifts before Commencement – a program developed to 

inspire young alumnae/i giving from the classes of 2001-2015. 

● Alumnae/i Community & Equity hosted another successful bowling and mentoring event 

this year, and are looking to expand networking programming with these students. 

● Eight trained alumnae/i admissions interviewers covered 45 interviews over five 

Saturdays last winter, in what has now become a strong partnership with Admissions. 

● Jamie welcomed any alums who might like to become more involved as a CA volunteer 
to to get in touch with him. 

2. School Update, Rick Hardy, Head of School 

● The school’s centennial campaign, create + innovate, which was approved by the Board 

and launched in May, 2014, has raised almost $31M toward a $32M goal. The giving 

has been balanced between alumnae/i and parents and is in addition to what we raise 

each year for the Annual Fund ($3M goal in 2015-16), which remains one of the school’s 

highest priorities. We have raised just over $2M for the Annual Fund to date, ahead of 

where we were at this time last year. 

● Initiatives in the classroom include the launch this year of Spring Session, which took 

place the week prior to Spring Break, an idea that dates back to the days of Elizabeth 

Hall, who served as CA’s Head of School from 1949-63, when she offered a class on 

“Stuff.” Students took two courses that were each two days long, and there were 45 

courses offered, including “Handyman 101”, “Chinese Cuisine from the Restaurant to the 

Home Kitchen”, and “This CA Life: Storytelling Through Podcasts.” 

● Rick also spoke about the school’s first year of partnership with Global Online Academy 

as a way to augment the curriculum and to engage with students and teachers 

worldwide. This spring, three seniors took classes at GOA as their senior project. These 

online classes are not offered at CA and are taken from teachers and with students from 

all over the world. GOA classes will be offered to all juniors and seniors in the 2016-17 

academic year. In addition to impacting students, CA teachers have already benefited 

from professional development opportunities that GOA offers and some will soon have a 



chance to teach a GOA course that will provide them enrichment, evaluation, and new 

perspective. 

● Department X, an initiative of the Faculty Leadership Fund, was created to provide 

Concord Academy teachers and staff with resources to develop new curricula, exchange 

ideas across disciplines, and create and seize opportunities for experiential learning 

within a semester’s work. For its inaugural launch, two faculty members will engage in 

this work during the Spring semester of the 2016-17 school year. 

● Admissions received a record of more than 880 applications this year to fill 100 spots. 

Our acceptance rate went from 28% last year to 20% this year and yield went from 45% 

last year to 54% this year. 

● Construction of CA Labs is on schedule and on budget and should be ready for the start 

of the fall semester. A “ripple” effect of this work is that a new entrance has been 

designed to the former Arts & Science Lobby (ASL), that will create a proper front door 

to campus and better traffic flow, that’s also more energy efficient. 

● Rick addressed the Boston Globe Spotlight story from Sunday that detailed incidents 

and allegations of sexual misconduct across private schools in New England, in which 

CA was named as a school that investigated an allegation. Rick had sent an email to 

students and faculty on Sunday, and to alumnae/i earlier today, addressing this 

investigation. He emphasized that he takes the subject matter seriously, and that CA 

wanted to handle it responsibly and transparently. 

 

3. Election of Officers, Claire Moriarty ’05, Vice-President, Chair of Nominating  

Claire asked for the group to consider a slate of officers to be elected: In accordance with the 

bylaws of the Concord Academy Alumnae/i Association, the following slate of officers is being 

proposed by the Nominating Committee for terms commencing in the fall of 2016: 

● Gabe Greenberg ’98, for an additional two-year term as Vice President, Chair, Outreach 

● Laura McConaghy ’01, for a two-year term as Secretary 

● Lauren Bruck Simon ’85, for a two-year term as President and Member, Board of 

Trustees, ex-officio 

● The slate was seconded and approved.  

 

Claire then thanked two members of the Steering Committee for their long-time service, who are 

changing roles: 

 

● Lauren Bruck Simon '85 for her 10 years serving as Secretary of the Alumnae/i  

Association. We are all grateful for her service, enabling us to post the conversations 

from that group, but also for her thoughtful participation over the years and are excited 

that she will stay on Steering Committee to lead the Alumnae/i Association as it's 

President. 

 

● Jamie Klickstein '86, P'15, ’18 for his varied and extensive work as a volunteer over the 

years, and, but is most likely known for his work over the last nine years as an alumnus 

admissions interviewer and as the chair of that group of volunteers who really gave 

structure and process to that important partnership with admissions. He has also led the 



annual giving effort for alumnae/i and has been VP, Chair of Outreach. For the last two 

years, Jamie has guided the Steering Committee as President, bringing a wealth of 

experience to the table as a marketing executive, a parent of a student and young alum, 

as well as his perspective as an 80s era alumnus; in that role he has also represented 

alumnae/i on the Board of Trustees. We’re glad that he will now join the Board outright, 

and that our school will continue to benefit from his involvement. 

 

4. Other Business 

Jamie highlighted that longtime faculty member Janet Eisendrath will be remembered at the 

school’s annual Memorial Service on Saturday, June 4 at 5 p.m., as well as throughout Reunion 

Weekend. http://concordacademy.org/news/remembering-janet-eisendrath/ 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Lauren Bruck Simon ’85 

Secretary 

 


